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SUBJLCTY Cortain cbservations ooncerning the (lerk
Coanitton Report on CIA,

1. Purzuent to your request, msde during the Utlrector's acet-
ing with the ADs yestorday, I sz attemphing 1o this meuorandun to
nel down on paper the glst of ecertain obserwutiong which I have made
to the top staff of the [D/P sres concerning the Clark Committee
Report.. Althengh this hee 211 been kept on an oral tesis, I briefed
the staff and reqguasted thee Lo brisf othere dowumurd in the ¢hein
of comvrand, for the express purposs of puiting to rost sore exspgerated
and rather alamist notions and rwaors which were geinicg currency as
the result of the press handling of the Clark Cozmlittes Report.

2. Tho Clark Comuittes findingo, contlusions and recomwendaticus,
taken collectively and in the whole, are by nc mesns a8 sdverse and
derogsiery as soxe newdpsper reporters and colunnisie would lesd one
10 believe. #ost, if aot al), ef the adversely eritical matarisl in
the zecret reports wers iulddiuﬁmpubnmmgbﬂmw
the favarsile and laudatory seterial in the sscrel reporte wss omitted
frem the poblished report. Some writers sho are sppevestily unfrieodly
te the Lgency have seired upom portiens of the puhlished saterial and
beve enlarged upom S, quoted passages out of emiexnt, snd ctherwisc
asnessd to create the inpressicn that the dpensy was found egregiously
weating and talcer heavily o task Yy the Clark Cemntites. On the bLauvis
of the vory tharough svalyeis whish hae beon medo of the puriion of
the report dealing with the Clandastine Services, their personnel and
operations, I would say thal there are no driticiesus of sech aa =xme-
reveted or sppereuntly bestile charwoter that wa esmnot 1ive with them,
and that there sre in fact soe very favorsble finm¥ings and conclusions
which tend to glve the report a ensidernble degree of dalauce. Two or
three of the reconmendations baving tc do with ergantzation wi'l pre-
sumably not be found feesible or ctherwime acceptable ospacially, those
wilch are regarded as calling for retrogrsde steps, (Ve kaow frm
actual experience that a conplste sgparation of secrst Sntelligence
getivities from operstions in the selitical action ficld deoes not pro-
duce any panacea -- whan we kad it that wey we were etill oritically
chort of intelligence corcerning Jovist capabllities spd Inteatiws,
This 45 the lnedequacy mowt pointedly eritiecized ir the report, end
the Agency, of course; makes no cleim that we have achleved @ matim-
factory degree of cuccess Ir ihis regard.)
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3¢ The perdion of the report from which wa van '
meount of setisfaction and enswursgeasnt iz the fiading end ecnclusion
which substantially vindiestes the Aguvay with rFegard te the MoCadky-
type charges of Cemamist infiltration and subv ™e
Clark Cemsittoe goss sbont &8 far ss ¢ould ever of any
investipating comnities in ths direetion of giving the Agency a clean .
¥ill of health. Ain almost equslly impertant finding of a faverabls
chiarsctor i thst which certifien to cur sarporent repgularity as regords
the experviitura of unvouchersd funds, In fact, if the ravort eontsined
n3 othor fevarsbls clesents than those relating te thess two extramely
oritiexl points, wes would have much to be tiankful for, sinoe 4t is in
pracisely these sress that the sost serious charges havz een hurled
asxainet the Agency snd any apprecisble measnre of culputility wovld be
moat devertating. In order to sppreciste faolly the cigniflicance of
these findinge, the following prints shovld be borms ir minds

i?

2. Tvice within a very shord spasce of tixe the Clome
donting Corvices have bezn thoroughly investigated snd in
each ¢ane -— although the apmroach and melivation were dif-
forsni - wa have cove off clean snd wkolej

ta Although the Declittle Commiites was suspected by
some of being Iriendly and generally welledispocsd toward
the Agency, there 1s 5o dowbt that the prouvp of hard-eoricing
individuels vho made gp that committes called thelr zhots as
they suw thou, end would bave considered it thelr duty to
the Frovident and to the publio te point out ell izsdequacies,
an! weree, which thay aight have foundy

Ce Vhatever slse may bts sald of the outloock and erienta-
tion of the Clark Comaittes, certaialy aw ons, repest 30 OBL,
has ovser susgested that 1ts purpose was to "whitowuash™ the
hgeney ~= 3T sarything s contrary impression wes crested by
eertain stetemsnte and metions on ths part of the Choirwan
which bscame nsltars of publle knowledge, win., the publiched
report of his heviag oalled upon and solielted advice from
Senator MoeCarthy, and the mere o leas prhlle solicitstion
ef any and all sdverze information soncorning CTA end its
poreoninel; and

d. The fact that a1l enemies of the fgency and pesple
with spocial sxes to prind were given full opportunity Wy
the Clsrk Canmitics to be haard, with the remit that just
about avery "demd o3l that eould be throwva wss, in fact,
cud loore st um ~ hub withoot appreciable advorse effect
in so far aa thin.ean be detarmined from the comtente of
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